News from the PTO

The Meridian PTO Executive Board would like to send a big “THANK YOU” to all the students and families of Meridian Elementary for your support, volunteer efforts and feedback through this inaugural year for the PTO.  It has been an exciting year as we established the role of the PTO within the school – and we have learned a lot and created a good base for years of future success as we strive to support and appreciate our teachers and staff in their efforts to provide the best education environment possible for our children.
At the town hall meeting with Superintendent Mike Paskewicz on Tuesday, May 28th, many parents asked what they can do to help, and one of his suggestions was to continue to support the fundraising efforts at the school.  If you were in attendance at the meeting, you may have gained further awareness of the budget restrictions within which the District and our school has to work – and perhaps gained an appreciation for how challenging it can be.  One of the primary goals of the PTO is to provide funding, over and above the limited availability of funding from the District, to enable the teachers to provide opportunities for our children, be that in purchasing needed materials or by providing incentives for students.  In a perfect world, our school would be sufficiently funded by paying our taxes, but unfortunately, that is not a reality. 
We are proud of the support we were able to provide in the 2007/08 school year, and you should be as well.  Through the variety of fundraisers this past year, we earned close to $17,000, and were able to give over $10,000 of that directly back to support the school.  The remaining amount was used to help pay for events and teacher appreciation, and we still have just over $3000 to carry over for the start of the 2008/09 school year.  We know it is important to you to know how your fundraising money is spent.  For more details, attached you will find a final Treasurer’s Report for this school year as well as the approved budget for the 2008/09 school year.  We hope you will continue to support fundraising efforts next year – hopefully we can exceed this year’s results and next year’s goals!
The Meridian PTO would like to thank the students and families for their support of all the fundraisers this year, including restaurant nights.  We also want to thank all the restaurants that hosted Fundraiser Nights this year -  McDonald’s (Zuni & 128th), Gunther Toody’s (Larkridge Center), Chick-fil-A (Larkridge Center), Red Robin (Orchard Town Center) and Cold Stone Creamery (120th & Washington).  Special thanks to Red Robin who came to Meridian in April, and Red the Bird recognized the classes with the most participation with a $50 teacher gift card.  The teachers receiving the cards were Mrs. Salter (K), Mrs. Schriner (K) and Mrs. Stover (1st).  Chick-fil-A provided a “nuggets” lunch for Mrs. Sherwood’s 2nd grade class for the most participation at their restaurant night and also provided snacks at the PTO meeting in May.  Based on this year’s strong family participation and support from these restaurants, we look forward to monthly restaurant nights next year!

The PTO would like to recognize our out-going officers, President Sarah Bender and Vice President Ann Ryan, and thank them for their time and efforts volunteered this year.  We also want to thank Secretary Leslie Maegley and Treasurer Toni Masters, both of whom will continue serving in their positions next school year.  We are pleased to welcome our new PTO Executive Board officers, who will begin serving in their respective positions beginning on July 1st.  Kris Rimbos will serve as President, Cathy Painter and Amy Helmick will serve as co-Vice Presidents, and Dani Thiret will serve as the Staff Appreciation Coordinator, now an officer position per the By-laws approved at the April PTO meeting.  We want to thank these ladies for stepping up to make this commitment to serve on the PTO Executive Board for next year!!  Let’s show them our support by attending PTO meetings and offering our volunteer efforts next year.  Remember, all parents and staff at Meridian are automatically members of the PTO and free childcare is provided at every meeting.  
There is one board position vacant at this time, which is the Assistant Treasurer position.  The person serving in this position is responsible for learning and assisting with the responsibilities of the Treasurer position, with the intention of rolling in to the position of Treasurer for the following school year.  If you have any interest in this position, please contact Toni Masters at Toni.Masters@MeridianPTO.org or any 2008/09 board member.  Additionally, we need a volunteer to serve as an assistant to the coordinator for the Scrip program, ideally someone who is able to take over this responsibility the following school year.  Other volunteer opportunities are available to assist with activities and events that will take place early in the school year.  If you would like to help in any way, please contact any board member or our Volunteer Coordinator for 2008/09, Ann Ryan.  All contact information is available on the website www.MeridianPTO.org, and we intend to keep this site updated over the summer regarding plans for the fall.
We want to wish all of you a HAPPY SUMMER, and we look forward to an exciting and successful year for Meridian and the PTO in the fall.






